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PARABLES OF POWER #3 
The Miracle of Seed Faith 

 
Read: Matt 13:31-33; 17:20 
This is a simple parable but it has life-changing implications. 
 
Introduction 
Six times in this chapter Jesus says, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like…’ It is like— 

• A field (24) 
• A mustard seed (31) 
• Yeast (33) 
• Treasure (44) 
• A merchant (45) 
• A net (47) 

Like means ‘of the same nature as…’  See Luke 13:18. 
 
In other words, this is the nature of the kingdom; this is the kind of thing that happens in 
the kingdom.  
 
Six times in the gospels the analogy of a mustard seed is used (Matt 13:31; 17:20; Mark 
4:31; Lk 13:19; 17:6). Probably the black mustard seed – usually grew to around 150 cm 
high but could go to 450 cm. 
 
There are two simple but profound truths here. 
1. Great things may come from small beginnings 

• This is a kingdom principle. 
• Too often we hold back from fear of insignificance or inadequacy…  
• Zechariah told Zerubbabel that insignificant as he was, he could still build the 

temple – and that no one should despise the day of small things (Zech 4:10).  
• Isaiah encouraged Israel that even though the nation appeared like a worm, God 

would give them teeth to destroy mountains (Isaiah 41:14-16).  
• When ten spies said the giants were too big, Caleb and Joshua declared they could 

handle it (Numbers 13:30). 
• Even when we feel small and ineffective, there is no telling what God can do. It is 

a Kingdom principles that great things grow out of small beginnings! 
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2. Only a living faith is productive (Matthew 17:20) 
• Why did Jesus choose a mustard seed? He could have chosen a grain of sand.  

The seed has life in it.  We need a living faith. (Some translations say, ‘Faith as 
small as a mustard seed…’ but the words ‘small as’ do not appear in the original.)  

• Living faith—not passive, not inactive. 
• Authoritative faith—Jesus said, ‘Say’ to this mountain. He did not say, ‘Pray.’ 

There is a word of authority we can use against sin, Satan and all the works of the 
enemy. In the same way Jesus rebuked a fever, spoke to a storm, a fig tree, a 
condition of death. 

• Extraordinary faith—Jesus said nothing would be impossible to us. This is an 
almost unbelievable statement, but Jesus said and we need to take it seriously. 

• We should not trivialize it by applying it to selfish or materialistic things (James 
4:2b and 3). But we can apply it great kingdom enterprises.  

• Both as individuals and as members of a congregation. 
 
Prayer 

• The apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith (Luke 17:5).  This is a great prayer 
to offer.  

• He answered the prayer by telling them they could uproot trees by faith—and then 
by warning them that they also had to be bondslaves, totally obedient to the 
Master’s will (17:7-10) 

• Faith and obedience go together. We can only apply mustard seed faith to those 
things that are subject to God’s will. 

• If we want to serve the Lord we must do it in faith, trusting God to do the 
impossible, always expecting the miraculous, always looking for the surprising 
and the exceptional, as God responds to our faith. 

 
This is a Kingdom principle—this is what the Kingdom of God is like! 
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SOMETHING TO THINK OR TALK ABOUT 
Remember: You don’t have to answer all the questions: choose those that seem most 
relevant 
Read Mathew 13:31-33; 17:20 

Biblical 
1. To how many things does Jesus compare the kingdom of heaven in this chapter 

(Matthew 13)? What are they? 
2. What themes are common to all of them?  
3. Jesus tells the disciples they have little faith (17:20). Why? 
4. Compare with the disciples two other people who had ‘great faith’ (Matthew 8:10; 

15:28). What was the difference?  
Personal and practical 
5. Give examples of people from your own knowledge or experience who have 

started from small beginnings and achieved great ends. 
6. Give examples of difficult situations you have faced where in yourself you felt too 

small or insignificant to tackle them successfully. How could this passage have 
helped you? 

7. What ‘mountains’ are you facing right now? How can you apply Matthew 17:20 
to them? 

8. Consider the apostles’ prayer (Luke 17:5). To what extent do you need to pray 
that prayer at this time? 

9. Did Jesus mean what he said at the end of 17:20? If we are not ‘moving 
mountains’ where is the problem? What can be done about it? 

10. What does Luke 17:7-10 tell us about our attitude to achieving great things such 
as moving mountains? 

11. Something extra: Find out what you can about William Carey or Smith 
Wigglesworth. How did their faith help them to ‘move mountains’? 

Memorise: Matthew 17:20 
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This study is one of a series of 6 studies on this theme. The rest can be found at 
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