LINES PENNED IN MILD DISILLUSIONMENT

The toothpaste tube of life
surprisingly is squeezed
to crumpled flatness
(the generous years of youth
with wanton ease
extruded out,
no adult-minded doubt
of coming to an end
yet evident).

And now, half-squashed, half-rolled,
suddenly I'm old.

The years from teens to thirties
dispelled, like evening dreams
one scarce remembers,
can hardly be redeemed
or coerced smoothly back
into the tube.

My time was God’s. I sloshed
it out unstintingly
to counter truth decay.
A whole world to be washed!
No time for play!
And now, half-squeezed, half-used,
I'm disabused.

Anyone for tennis?

Want to read more by Barry Chant?
Easy. Just go to www.barrychant.com and browse around. There is something for everyone —
Bible studies, children’s stories, articles, devotional materials, poems, short stories, Christian
resources, pioneer Pentecostal research and more. And mostly it’s free.

Lines Penned in Mild Disillusionment Page 1

© Dr Barry Chant 1975 www.barrychant.com




About Dr Barry Chant

Barry Chant is Senior Pastor of the Wesley International Congregation in Sydney,

Australia. He is a regular speaker at church services, seminars, conferences and conventions.
Hundreds of thousands of his books have been sold around the world. He has degrees in arts,
theology and ministry, a diploma in education and a PhD in history. He was the initiator and
former president of Tabor College, Australia.

Terms of Use

You are welcome to read, download and print this document without cost. If you want to pass
on copies to others or use them in your local church Bible study group or Christian
fellowship, please acknowledge the name of the author (Dr Barry Chant), the copyright

date and the source of the material (www.barrychant.com).

Lines Penned in Mild Disillusionment Page 2

© Dr Barry Chant 1975 www.barrychant.com




